==

Saints Classical Academy Project I: Geografia, clima y ambiente
Upper School — Spanish I alntg paula.vannorstran@saintsclassical.com

CLASSICAL ACADEMY

I: Geografia, clima y ambiente

[. Description

The first part of the Spanish cultural project focuses on the geography, climate and environment
of the particular country each student has chosen. The oral presentation of this first part will be on
October 13th, 2025. The oral presentation will be in English but must have a Spanish component
of five sentences composed by the student. Every student will have 8 minutes to present their
findings. The presentation should be visually aided either by a slide presentation or a poster
board.

II. Objectives

At the end of this course students will be able to...

A. Recognize and name key geographical features of their country of choice

B. Talk about the different seasons this country goes through, and how that affects the
different activities (whether sports, agriculture, tourism, etc.)

C. Speak about biodiversity, cultivation and tourist activities reliant on geographical
features.

[II. Requirements

Since students will be preparing their presentation in the weeks leading up to October 13, they
must complete the preceding assignments related to the country inquiry.

The presentation must last 8 minutes, include visual support (whether in the form of a slide
presentation or a posterboard), and include at least 5 full sentences in Spanish related to the
subject. The student must cite his or her sources at either the end of the slide presentation or on
the back of the posterboard.

A. Visual Support (25%)
Slide presentation or posterboard is engaging and supporting (not filled with text). The
student uses the visual elements as a support, and not as a crutch (reading straight from
the slides or posterboard.)

B. Spanish Component (25%)
Five Spanish phrases, using vocabulary learned in class and from the book. You can read
the sentences from either your presentation or your index cards. Clear enunciation and
formatting is expected.
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C. Written text (20%)
To be handed in with the presentation, on ML A format. 1200 words. Include the Spanish
phrases either at the end of each section or at the end of the text.

Use at least 5 reliable sources to gather your information. Your sources can be formatted
in MLA format, similar to this:

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal, vol. X, no. Y,
Publisher, Publication Date, pp. 123—45. URL or DOI or Permalink.

D. Clear and in depth communication (20%)
Student is clear and enunciates properly, uses the presentation as an aid but not as a
script. The use of notecards or index cards is encouraged, but maintaining a connection
with the hearers is very important.
The student is allowed to have his or her presentation written down beforehand, but
everyone should be able to hear and understand what the student is saying. Every so often
there must be eye contact and audience engagement.

E. Student feedback and attention (10%)
Student is attentive to his or her peers, gives pertinent and helpful feedback to other
presentations. Their feedback sheets are properly and intelligibly filled.

IV. Pacing
Date Step by Step Cultural Project Project Steps Notes
Aug. 18 - Aug. 22 Intro I: Geografia, | Country of choice
clima y ambiente

Aug. 25 - Sep. 5 Ch. 1 Spanish history | No school 9/1
and geography

Sep. 9 - Sep. 15 Ch.2 Seasons

Sep. 17 - Sep. 26 Ch.3 Environment

Sep. 29 - Oct. 13 Ch. 4 October 13 - Fall Break
Presentation
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V. Grading Scale and Rubric*

Points

Designation

Details

95%-100%

Exceeds
Expectations

Outstanding communication of findings; superbly organized; very clear
grasp of the subject; great depth of inquiry; uses more than enough
sources, shows not only passion but also mastery of the information.
Very clear Spanish sentences that also seek to communicate information
in depth.

85%-94%

Above
Expectations

Excellent communication of findings; mostly great organization; clear
grasp of the subject; shows much depth of inquiry; uses all the sources
required, shows mastery of the information presented. Clear and
understandable Spanish sentences with enough information.

75%-84%

Meets
Expectations

Good demonstration findings; organized; grasp of the subject; moderate
depth of inquiry; used the minimum of sources required, shows
understanding of the information presented. Spanish sentences are
understandable but are very short and concise.

65%-74%

Average

Shows findings, is somewhat organized; has some grasp of the subject
but has a lot of gaps in information. Somewhat shallow depth of
inquiry; used the minimum of sources required, shows the information
required but may not understand all of it. Spanish sentences are not
understandable and are short and concise.

<64%

Below
Expectations

Below average demonstration of findings, lack of much organization;
unreliable grasp of the subject; little depth of inquiry; used less than the
minimum sources required, does not show appropriate or pertinent
information. Did not use Spanish or added a couple of careless words
into the mix simply to meet the requirement.
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