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THE CURSE OF ATREUS
GRAMMAR ASSUMED:

Sum: Future & Imperfect Indicative
Possum: Present, Future, &
Imperfect Indicative;
Complementary Infinitive

WHEELOCK: CHAPTER 6

The sad fate of Atreus and his family was a popular subject in ancient
literature, especially Greek and Roman tragedy.

Filii Pelopis erant Atreus Thyestésque. Thyestés uxorem
Atrel corrumpit; tum Atreus vitium invenit et tolerare non
potest. Insidias igitur contra fratrem cogitat: “Sum plénus
irae! Quare filids parvos mel fratris necabo secaboque. Tum
membra coquam et Thyestae cénam dabo.” Necat puerds;
Thyestés suos filios mortuds in meénsa videt. O miser
Thyesté! Nihil nunc habés. Sed, 6 Atreu, propter tua
magna vitia filil tul magnas poenas dabunt. In animis
filiorum tudrum manébit tua culpa antiqua; erit perpe-
tua. Quid deébémus dé tuis insidiis cogitare, 0 Atreu?
Tuam iram non poteras superare; mala igitur erit semper
tua fama. Té tuamque vitam pauci boni laudabunt, sed
multi culpabunt.



VOCABULARY:

Pelops, Pelopis, m.: Pelops, mythical Greek king (3rd declension)
Atreus, -eil (vocative Atreu), m.: Atreus (2nd/3rd declension)
Thyesteés, -ae (vocative Thyesté), m.: Thyestes (1st declension)
corrumpo, -ere, -riipi, -ruptus (3rd conjugation): to seduce
uxor, uxoris (accusative -em), f.: wife (3rd declension)

invenio, -ire, -véni, -ventus (4th conjugation): to find, discover
tolerd (1): to bear, tolerate

contra (preposition + accusative): against

frater, -tris (accusative -trem), m.: brother (3rd declension)
neco (1): to kill

seco, -are, secui, sectus: to cut up

membrum, -1, n.: limb, part of the body

coqud, -ere, coxi, coctus (3rd conjugation): to cook; coquam =I will
cook

céna, -ae, f.: dinner, meal

suus, -a, -um: his own

mortuus, -a, -um: dead

meénsa, -ae, f.: table

miser, misera, miserum: unfortunate, wretched
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THE PERFECT FIRST-YEAR COMPANION—
ALSO A GREAT REVIEW TEXT!

I would enthusiastically recommend Thirty-eight Latin Stories to all
those who teach elementary Latin via Wheelock and wish to provide their
students from the start with continuous passages of interesting and idi-
omatically sound Latin Prose.

— Richard A. LaFleur, Classical Outlook

This little book of stories in Latin is designed to accompany Wheelock’s
Latin. However, it would be a pity to limit the use of such an excellent
reader to Wheelock’s method alone: it deserves much wider application.
Almost any introductory course of Latin, at High School or College lev-
el, would bebefit from its use...By using this reader, the student will learn
how classical Latin was really written, and become painlessly acquainted
with the great Latin authors.

The little book itself is pleasing in appearance, easy to handle, and
possessed of that sober elegance characteristic of Bolchazy- Carducci pub-
lications.

— Mary Machado, Classics Chronicle

Anyone looking for an easy reader to augment a conventional Latin
course could well consider this book.

— Ian Pratt, JACT

Excellent—made a great companion to Wheelock. It improved my stu-
dents’ reading ability and also gave the opportunity to talk about Roman
culture.

- Robert Brown, Vassar College
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