
Saints Classical Academy

6th Grade Life Science Course Policies and Information Fall 2025/Spring 2026   
Instructor:  Mr. James B. Tannahill
(Jim)





   Phone (cell): (228) 596-0833

email:
jim.tannahill@saintsclassical.com
Text: 
Novare Life Science, Tracy Creek, 2023
Materials:  Composition Notebook, Graph paper (Graphing Composition Notebook has graph paper pages)
Course Description: The study of life on earth from the micro to the macro scale.
POLICY STATEMENT

Our relationship is based on three tenets: 
RESPECT

TRUST

RESPONSIBILITY

1. Assessment is necessary to determine whether students are achieving learning objectives.  Opportunities to excel are provided regularly:

Tests and Quizzes: 35%
SHOCKs, Labs, Worksheets & Projects: 40% 
In class engagement, homework questions, science starters: 25% 
NOTE: a SHOCK is a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Hands-On Challenge Kit.

Science Starters are mini-quizzes at the beginning of each class, usually five minutes or less.

a. Assessment percentages are posted on the Classica LMS. Parents assign grades.
b. Showing your work (calculations, explanations, etc.) is required for all problems and allows me to “see” your thought processes and assign partial credit.  
2.
Deliverables
b.  Assignments are listed on Classica LMS.  

Assignments will be completed online through the LMS, in your composition notebook or on worksheets provided.  If written, the student’s name, title of the assignment (if needed), partner(s) and date will be at the beginning of the assignment. Answer in complete sentences, show all work/diagrams and put a box around your final answer (if a calculation).

c. Quizzes: shorter reviews of current material. Given to take at home and based on class, homework questions and hands-on material.
d. Science Starters are completed at the start of the class and will be part of the in-class grade.  If you are late for class (Unexcused Tardy), you will not be given extra time for the Science Starter.
e. Tests: given per the syllabus & based on class, homework and hands-on material.  Tests are cumulative.  Missed tests due to an excused absence must be made up within 2 class days after return to school.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a make-up.  Tests may be live (written) or assigned via LMS for taking at home.
f. Hands-On: Activities include SHOCK’s, labs, group activities, in-class & field trip worksheets.  Each Hands-On Activity will have an assessed portion.  Work can be started (& sometimes completed) during the activity.  If a student misses a Hands-On Activity, they are still responsible for getting the notes from the instructor. 
g. Presentations and/or projects: done individually or in teams.  Students will be assessed using rubrics & templates/format will be provided by the instructor ahead of the scheduled due dates.
3. General Information
a. Reading and assignments are posted on Classica (LMS).  Students are required to complete the readings prior to class to maximize understanding of the lecture material.  
NOTE: Teacher reserves the right to modify assignments and due dates as necessary.
b.
Important or complex notes or diagrams will be handed out and/or posted on Classica or e-mailed.

c.
Office Hours:  Talk/communicate with the teacher before or after class to schedule extra instruction or instructor help times.  
d.
Electronic Devices:  Use of electronic devices is per the SCA Family Handbook.  

e.   The teacher will notify students and parents whether notes and/or the textbook are authorized for tests and quizzes.  
Attendance, Behavior and Dress Code requirements are addressed in the SCA Family Handbook.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Parent/Guardian and Student sign below and return by the third class day of the year.   This sheet is your first assignment of the year—hand it in and get a 100!

I have read and understand the Course Policy Statement.  If I have questions, I can contact Mr. Tannahill at the phone number above or via e-mail.

Student Name: ________________________________________ (Please Print)

Student Signature: _______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________


